Amplification of serotonin-induced contractions of isolated porcine coronary arteries after pretreatment with therapeutic doses of beta-methyldigoxin.
The present experiments demonstrate that after pretreatment of isolated porcine coronary arteries with therapeutic (2.5 X 10(-9) M) was well as with toxic (10(-6) M) doses of beta-methyldigoxin the serotonin-induced contractions were significantly amplified. Since serotonin released from destroyed thrombocytes may be one of the triggering factors eliciting coronary spasms, caution must be taken in the use of digitalis in coronary disease of spastic origin.